PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

SCO No.  220-221 SECTOR-34-A CHANDIGARH
                                    Petition No.25 of 2009
             (On remand by Appellate Tribunal

                                                          for Electricity, New Delhi)                                                     
         Date of Order:  02.11.2012
In the matter of:   Determination of Tariff for the year  2010-11 in respect of Northern Railway. 

Present:                  Smt.Romila Dubey, Chairperson


            
    
     Shri Virinder Singh, Member     




  
      Shri Gurinderjit Singh, Member   
  
     ORDER   



Northern Railway  (NR)  challenged the Tariff Order  dated 23.04.2010 passed by the  Commission for erstwhile Punjab State  Electricity Board for Financial  Year  2010-11 to the extent of  traction  tariff for NR  through Appeal No.74 of 2011  and  I.A. No.118 of 2011 before the  Hon’ble Appellate Tribunal  for  Electricity. The Appeal  was decided by  APTEL  vide Order dated 14th  December, 2011 as  under:
“The issue raised  in this Appeal has  already been decided by this Tribunal, as pointed out by the learned counsel for the Appellant, in Appeal  Nos.148 of 2007 & 124 of 2008 dated 28.04.2010 and the matters were remanded back for  re-consideration.  It is not disputed that the decision taken in  that Judgement by this Tribunal would apply to the  present case also.
            Accordingly,  the  impugned Order is  set aside and the matter is  remanded  to the Commission for re-consideration and to decide the  issue in  accordance with the directions given by  this Tribunal  in  Appeal  Nos.148 of 2007 and 124 of  2008 dated 28.04.2010.
                                     With these observations,  the  Appeal  is  disposed of.”
              In compliance of the Order dated 14th  December, 2011, NR was directed  to file the  objections by 31.01.2012 and  PSPCL was directed to file reply to the objections by 21.02.2012 vide Order dated 10.01.2012.  NR  filed objections vide No.56-Elect./TRD/12 (PSERC) dated 19.01.2012 with  copy to PSPCL.  PSPCL filed  reply to the  objections  vide C.E./ARR & TR memo  No.5281/Sr.XEN/TR-5/421 dated 09.04.2012.  NR was directed to  file rejoinder, if any, to the reply of PSPCL by 31.05.2012 vide Order dated 27.04.2012. NR filed rejoinder vide No.56-Elect./TRD/ 12(PSERC) dated 16.05.2012.  The Commission directed PSPCL to file response to the rejoinder by  17.07.2012  vide Order dated 08.06.2012. PSPCL filed parawise reply to  the rejoinder vide  C.E./ARR & TR memo  No.5576/TR-5/421 dated 12.07.2012. 


The  Commission noted that  pleadings  of  NR and PSPCL were  same  as  were in   Petition  No.1  of 2009.   The   hearings of  both the  petitions were,  therefore, held  together.   The  parties  submitted same  arguments  during hearings for  both the  petitions.

 

               After considering  all the points raised by NR before Hon’ble APTEL in Appeal No. 74 of  2011 and  I.A. No. 118 of  2011 and objections filed by NR in compliance of Order dated 14.12.2011 of APTEL remanding back the matter to the Commission to  decide the same in  terms of decision in Appeal No. 148 of 2007 and  124 of 2008 dated 28.04.2010, submissions / additional submissions / comments of parties on CPRI report on study of harmonics, the Commission is of the view that all objections raised by NR against Tariff Order dated 23.04.2010 passed by the Commission for FY 2010-11, had been fully addressed by the Commission in its Order dated 19.01.2011 passed in Petition No. 7 of 2007 and Petition No.5 of  2008. The Order passed in Petition No.7 of 2007 and Petition No.5 of 2008 was in compliance of remand back order passed by the APTEL in Appeal No.148 of 2007 and 124 of 2008 and hence all  points were discussed in that Order. The Commission, therefore, observes that there is no need for discussing the  issues again.  As regards the excessive harmonic distortions  generated by Northern Railway System which was contested by NR in  its pleadings and during hearings of this petition, the Commission, PSPCL and even NR have now agreed that CPRI reports have fully established the fact that NR traction system does generate excessive harmonics. The  Commission had taken this factor into account in its earlier Tariff Orders and  as of now, can not ignore this fact in  tariff determination for NR. The Commission observes that as and when the relevant  Regulations / Standards  relating to harmonics are revised, notified  and made applicable,  same would be taken into consideration by all concerned. The Commission, therefore,  decides to set aside the objections raised by the Northern Railway against Tariff Order dated 23.04.2010 for FY 2010-11  passed by the Commission in  Petition No.25 of  2009  and that  there shall be no  reduction in  the  tariff for railways  and  remain as  already approved in  the Tariff Order for FY 2010-11.
This  petition  is   accordingly disposed of. 
                  Sd/-                                            Sd/-                               Sd/-
(Gurinderjit Singh)
                (Virinder Singh)
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